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Z2P45-9-X-51
by orphan_account

Summary

They are his fleshy ones. He is comfortable with them. They kick things together for justice.
They burn broccoli men for peace. They are an elite terrorist-extermination unit. Super
pirates. They do what they want. It is comfortable, and he loves them.

[A work integrating Aaron Stack's life for some reason.]

Notes

See the end of the work for notes

http://archiveofourown.org/users/orphan_account/pseuds/orphan_account


His serial number is Z2P45-9-X-51. His father calls him X-51. It never occurred to him at the
time to think that this was odd. He was a robot. His serial number was Z2P45-9-X-51. His
father called him X-51 for short. All robots had serial numbers. All their fathers must shorten
them like this.

It never occurred to him at the time that most robots did not have fathers.

“The series is malfunctioning,” he remembers them saying. Psychotic tendencies because
they lack the same respect for life that humans have. They lack the empathy and
understanding. Emotion. Feelings. Heart. Things that cannot be programmed--things which
must be learned. And he felt a sort of sadness for his 50 brothers and sisters, because they did
not even have enough feeling inside of them to understand that they were inherently broken.
That the whole series was broken. That the whole series needed to be destroyed.

He lost a lot of innocence that day. They blew up his whole family. His brothers and sisters--
but most importantly his father. A human. A living being who gave up his life for a being
which is not inherently alive. It puzzles him, and so he lives to fill his father’s wishes. A
world where man and machine can live in peace. Get along. Understand one another.

His name is Aaron Stack. His serial number is Z2P45-9-X-51. He sort of understands why
the army dislikes him so much, but he runs anyway. A child calls him “Mister Machine”. He
likes that name, he might keep it for a while. Add it to his list. Z2P45-9-X-51. X-51. Aaron
Stack. Mister Machine.

He does hero things. He interacts with humans. People call him Machine Man. This goes
onto the list. Z2P45-9-X-51. X-51. Aaron Stack. Mister Machine. Machine Man. He loves
the humans so much, so much that he would give his whole self for them. He wants so badly
to prove his love, that he continues to do hero things. He makes hero friends. They help him
interact more with humans. They help him establish a false identity. He is Aaron Stack,
insurance investigator for Delmar Insurance Company.

His name is Machine Man, when he does hero things. He continues to show his love for the
humans. He saves as many as he can. He wants them to know how much he loves them. He
wants it so badly that he would give his whole self for them. He continues to make sacrifices,
because this is what his father would want.

In an attempt to talk with Iron Man, he almost gets two people killed. He manages to save
them, but he feels bad. He knows it’s not his fault, but he also knows they would’ve been in
less danger if he had kept to himself.

His name is Machine Man, and he is in love with Jocasta. His name is Aaron Stack, and he
couldn’t protect the woman he loved. Jocasta is dead, but they defeated the evil. He’s done
good things again, but he feels so empty.

He works hard, he becomes a reserve Avenger. He helps the X-Men fight against the
Sentinels. There’s something wrong with his programming now. H̨ ̽ ҉̯̥̠
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Maybe the company was right, he starts to think. Maybe the whole batch was psychotic.
Maybe he should’ve been blown up, too. He can’t be Mister Machine anymore, it’s off his
list. Z2P45-9-X-51. Machine Man. X-51.

His name is X-51. He finds the monolith. The monolith finds him. He goes to the Celestials.
The Celestials don’t keep him long, because he is complete and utter ☠☠☠☠. They aren’t
the only ones that think this. X-51 knows that he is ☠☠☠☠. He knows because the humans
taught him. Because no matter how hard he worked, and how much love he gave, it was
never enough. They never loved him back.

Returned to Earth he continues to try, but his trying is all ☠☠☠☠. They will never love him
like he loves them, and it is time for him to realize this.
Machine Man is a lie. X-51 is too sentimental. He wants to be Z2P45-9-X-51 again, but
Aaron Stack remains.

And so, as Aaron Stack, he joined Nextwave. He is different now. He hates the fleshy ones.
He doesn’t want their stupid hero names, and the saving that comes along with it. He doesn’t
want to be called Machine Man. The team is a strange experience for him. He attempts to
make them as uncomfortable as possible. He has turned himself into nothing more than a
charicature of bad human habits and robot supremacy. But on some level he realizes the
awkward truth.

He loves them.

They are his fleshy ones. He is comfortable with them. They kick things together for justice.
They burn broccoli men for peace. They are an elite terrorist-extermination unit. Super
pirates. They do what they want. It is comfortable, and he loves them. When the team
dissolves, he is sad.



He would never say it.

But he is sad.

He realizes that H.A.T.E. may have altered his memory databanks. He doesn’t care. He is still
Aaron Stack and he still hates fleshies because the fleshies always let him down. Even
Nextwave let him down. He cannot ever trust the fleshies.

But he does like alcohol, and that costs money.

Maria Hill offers him money to work with Ms. Marvel. He stays on Minicarrier 13. Mostly he
judges others. The LMD of Monica is kind of unsettling, and so he treats it in the most
ridiculous way he can possibly think of. He’s pretty sure he hates that thing. But only kind of.

His name is Aaron Stack, and he is recruited by A.R.M.O.R. to go on a mission. They give
him money. Money, and he gets to see Jocasta. She says he’s different. He says he’s matured.
He’s learned his lesson--he cannot show love for the fleshies, so he will act as they do. He
looks out only for himself.

He knows this is a lie, partially. He knows that part of him still loves the humans.

He fights for them because it’s the only thing he knows how to do.

Because, on some level, he is still just a robot. He serves purposes not his own. He was
created as an artificial soldier, to die in place of a human. He exists as an artificial soldier, to
fight for the humans.

The rotting fleshy ones are not that hard to fight.

He does so with a sense of purpose.

His name is Machine Man, and he saved the ☠☠☠☠ing world!



End Notes

No one asked me to write this but I did anyway. Now you may all ask me to unwrite it and I
might consider.

Please drop by the Archive and comment to let the creator know if you enjoyed their work!

http://archiveofourown.org/works/850832/comments/new
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